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ferve to my great Trouble feveral Perfons who 

feem very Devout at the Prayers of the Church, 
byt no fooner the Preacher begins bis Sermon but {ome of ‘em 
fer themielves t0 Sleep, fome to read in the Bible, and perbaps 
Nvws-Letters, others {pend mojt of the time m gazing about 
‘orn, or taking with one another : I have fometimes reprov'd 
fome 6f “erm for this their trreverend Behaviour, who bave reply'd 
they do not much matter Preaching, bicaufe, as they think, 
ie mM part of Relreious Worbip, nor tre Sermons, they think, 
now necdfull : On the whole I defire your Anf{wer to thefe 
folloveing mQylefbions : 
1. Hhesher this rude and undecent Behaviour don't fhew 
grost Contempt of God and bis Ordinance ? 

2. Whether the Prayers of {uch Perfons are likely to prove 
fuccelstul, in regard ‘tis faid, Proy. 28. 9. He chat turn- 
et) away his Ear from hearing the Law, even his Pray- 
er fhall be turned into Abomination ? 

3. Whether the Preacher ought not to reprove them publick- 

ly before the Congregation for {uch Behaviour ? 
"4, Whether you think Preaching, as it has been pradtis'd 
in ibe Church of England ever fince the Reformation, be not 
needfull in our days? Your Anfwer to thefe Queries, together 
with lene fhore DireXions concerning our Bebaviour in Ser- 
nox times may both Oblige and Benefit many, and in parti- 
cultr HER who is, &c. 

t-{w. We think it moft convenient to alter the Me- 
thod of the Queries, and reply firft co the Jaft, becaufe 
the other three have fuch a dependance upon it — Whe- 
ther Preaching ben't needfull in our days ? And we fhall 
prove the Affirmative, firft from Scripture, then from 
Realou, laftly trom the Authority, Judgment and Pra- 
tice of the Church of England. From Scripture, 28 
Se. Math. 19,20. Go and Difciple all Nations, bapsizing 
‘em, &c. seaching them to objerve all things, and lo I am 
with you even unto the End of the World : Here is Teach- 
ing made a pofitive Inftitution or Ordinance of Chrift, 
and that after all Nations are Profelyted and Baptized, 
therefore not only Neceflary to Jews and Heathens, ( and 
fo St. Pawt preach’d to Saints as well as Infidels) and 
this to laft to the End of the World. And Reafon is as 
glear, there belng other Ends of Preaching befides Con- 
verting Heathens, as Converting fuch asare call'd Chri- 
fians, from the Errors of their ways, or to fuame up 
all in the words of an Ingenious Writer on this Subject, 
“There are (and ftill will be in the Church of God ) 
“ Young to be initiated, Adult to be Confirmd, Weak 
“ to be ftrengthen’d, Doubting to be refolv'd and fereld, 
“ Dious to be direéted, Wicked to be reprov’d, Here- 
“ticks and Erroneous to be Confuted and withftood, 
and Preaching (he goes on ) is the ordinary means 
“ which God has appointed to minifter to {uch Occafi- 
“ ons ——- And indeed thofe are very full of themfelves 
who think chev already know as much or more than 
the Parfon can teach em, tho’ taking chat for granted, 
and that they don’t need co have the Arguments for 
Humility and other Graces anew brought before ‘em, or 
Diretions for the Pra@iice thereof, yet they'll grant 
the moft part of Mankind han't fo much Senfe as they, 
and therefore need it, and for this Reafon their Prefence 
at Sermons, and decent Behaviour in them, are both re- 
quifite. And there’s no Queftion, I.fuppofe, but that 
this is fo much the Judgment as well as Practice of the 
Church of England, that none who pretend to be Mem- 
bers of it can any ways excufe themfelves from thinking 
otherwife, without owning themfelves at the fame time 

uilty of the moft fcandalous Ignorance in relation to 
er Conftitution, notwithftanding all cher appearing De- 
vorion and fancy'd Knowledge: For firft the Church has 
enjoyn'd us in the Prayer to be faid every Day in the 
Ember-¥eeks for thofe who are 6 be admitted inte Ho- 


Que. 3. I’ the Parifh Church to which I refort, 1 ob- 


ly Orders, ( in which thefe Perfons chemilves muft 
have join’d if they ever were at Church all the while 
they were ufed ) co defire “ Almighty God to look o1 
** his Church, gc. and at that time fo to Govern the 
““ Minds of the Bifhops and Paftors, that they may 
“lay Wands fuddenly oa no Man, orc. and to thole 
““which fhall be Ordain’d, to give his Grace, that both 
“in their Life and Doétrine they may fet forth his 
““ Glory, and fet forward the Salvation of all Men. Ac- 
cordingly in the very Form‘of Ordiration, the Deacons, 
if permitted, and Priefts pofitively have [| Authority te 
Preach the Word of God \ which is a pretty fair Argu- 
ment that the Church thinks there's need of it. Bur fur- 
ther, the Office of Preacher, or Preaching, is mention'd 
in the Canons abeve fixty times, on one occafion or ano- 
ther: In the 47#b. Canen, ** Every Benefic'd Man licens'd 
“on urgent Occafions not co refide, is co caufe his Cure 
“€ co be fupply’d by a fufficient and Licens'd Preacher, 
ifthe Worth of the Benefice will bear it ; and if ReG- 
dent, by Canon 45th. to Preach himfelf every Sunday; 
And in Canon 18. Of Reverence and Attention to be uled 
within the Church, @c. there are theie remarkable Ex- 
preflions, “‘ None, either Man, Woman, or Child, of 
“what Calling foever, fhall be otherwife bufied in 
“the Church than in quiet Attendance to hear, mark 
“Sand underftand that which is read, PREACHED or 
“* Miniftred —— Neither hall they difturb the Service 
“or SERMON by Walking or TALKING, or any other 
way —— Thus far the Canons: And now let thofe con- 
cernd either reform fo ill a Praéticey or no longer 
fcandaiize the Church of England with pretending te be 
Members thereof. 

Now tothe firft Queltion, Whether fuch 2 Bebaviour 
does not fhew great Contempt of God and his Ordinance ? 
and this is eafily Anfwer’d in the Affirmative: If of 
God's Ordinance, then of God himfelf ; but thofe are 
guilty of manifeft Contempt of an Ordinance with a wit- 
ne(s, who think there's no need on’t in the Church of 
God, nay of Chrift himfelf who Inftituced ic; and 
thought there wou'd be need on’t, or elfe he wou'd 
not have promis’d Affiftance in it, even to the End of 
the World: But here we may fitly Anfwer an Objeéti- 
on; Preaching, fay fome, 1s no part of Religions Wor- 
foip: Firft, Suppofe this, that it were not ina precife 
Senfe,an Ad of orfbip, wou'd it thence follow that ‘twas 
unnecefjary, or that we may behave our felves indecently 
while ’ris performing? By no means, fince we have 
already prov’d it a sacred Conjtitution, and as fure "tis 
plain that ‘cis Neceflary, and commands our Attention 
and Reverence. But further, we believe they are mifla- 
ken, for what do they mean by the very word Morfhi 
but an expreflion of Honour, or Acknowledgment of Emt- 
nence, or dependance, either toward God or Man ; if 
to Man, ’tis Civil, if to God, Relizious, Preaching or De- 
claring God’s Will is fuch an Honour, and fo is attene 
tively and Reverently Hearing it 3 fo that in every Ser- 
mon here is or fhou'd be two Ads of Worfhip, fo far Is i¢ 
from being No Worfhip at all. | 


Asto the third Query, Whesher the Prayers 
of fuch Perfons are like to prove fucce/sful? there 
needs no other Aniwer than the Text you 
have brought pofitively againft ’em, nor maft 
they therefore expect to gain any Advantage 
by them, unlefs they cou’d entirely raze this 
Scripture out of the Bible. 

For Rules of Hearing profitably, our Paper 
admits little more, and We muft refer the 
Reader to that Excellent Book, Zhe Whole 


Duty 


em remains creer ae agape A tn - 
nd ~Hs. 


Duty of Man. Sand. MW. Of Gods Word ; sei 
he'll -\fo find in a very few words, fevera 
unanfwerable Arguments for the Necefity of 
Preachinc. All we can here add, 1s briefly 
this: 1. Pray privately for God's Blefling, 
and Hope for’c, before you come there. 
2. Read the Parable of the Sower in 13 St- 
Marth. and our Saviours Expianation of it, 
and endeavoar to «void whatever will ren- 
der the Word wafruirful. 3. Be devout in 
Publick Prayers. 4. Attent and Reverend 
in Body and Mind in the Sernions, confider- 
ing it as the Word of God, and not of 
Man — never making Faults wiere there are 
none, aad if you fiad any rezi ones, pafling 
Yen by, and minding what more concerns 
you. s. Particulaly regard, and endea- 
vour to fix on your Mind what more eipe- 
cially relatcs to your felf, and the Conditi- 
on of your own Mind. 6. Bent cager to 
eat many Sermons, fince a few well digett- 
ed are much more profitable. 7. Fall not 
into Corveriation as foon as the Sermon Is 
over, but vetere and recollect. 8. Reduce 
what you hear into Praétice: You are io 
much the berrer tor Serzons as you live ber- 
rer. Be ye Doers of the Word, and rot Hear- 
ers only, deceiving your own Souls. 


Quelt, 2. How phall an Illiterate Perfan have 
any certainty of ateaiming a Happier State, the 
Examples of Men of great Profeffion are often a 
tumbling-block, and we fee datly that the Teach- 
ers and Heads of the People live as unthiaxing ana 
remifs Liyves as any ? 

Anfw. That if we are Convine’d there ts 
a God, and confequently that he has left 
us an vacrring Ruleto walk by, writ im- 
mediately by the In{piration of his Holy Spi- 
rit; and that the Scriptures are fuch, we 
have reafon to believe, being preferv’d thro’ 
all Ages, whenas many other Writings much 
valued by Men, have been totally loft: They 
were Indited by the Holy Ghoft no doubr, 
fer good Men wou’d not impofe fuch things 
upon the World, and there’s tuo much a- 
gainft the bad to believe them the Authors 
thereof, and the like for good and bad An- 

gels, therefore it remains indifputable. 
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Avdbertifements. 


. fee Ladies Dittiona- 
ry: Being a Gene- 


ral Fntertainment for the Fair 
Sex ; a Work never attempt- 
ed before in Englifh. Licen- 
fed aud Entered according to 
Order. London, Printed for 


——s oo 


Fobn Dunton at the Raven in 


the Poultrey. 
Bound Six Shillings. 


. a 


Parcel of Sterling Plate, to the value cf 4009!) 

With she Hall Mark upon it, valued it 6 $ Sd. per 
Ounce, will be thus fold, 16000 Tickets at § s. per Tick, 
et. which will amount to 40001. Sterling, wilt be detiye, 
red our, and the like Sumin in Plate te arfa@er the sooo], 
will be divided into gor Profitab.c Tickers; the hizheg 
Benifir Ticket 3001. the low Bengfit Ticket 5. Ay 
that bave a Benefit Ticket, ani depres 12, My Dave the 
Vatue in Moneys, deduing 1s. per Ounce for lofs of fafhj. 
on of the Plate. Toe Tickets are to be fold, and Propo'a, 
at large arto be bid of Mr. John Bowman at the Flow. 
er-de-Luce, meimahe New-Exchange in the Strand, ag. 
Robert Cole at the Anchor over again? St. Dunftan’s. 
Church in Fleet-itreet, 3%. John Foden at the Golden. 
Falcon near Fetter-Lane-End in Holborn, Mfr. John 
Burningham at the Black Raven in Newgate-ftreet, 1, 
Samuel Layfield at the White Horfe in Lumbard-iiréer, 
Mr. Edward Barfham at Ratclilf-Crofs, Gold-miths ; ayy 
Jonathan Millaer in Popes-Head-Alley xear the Roya! 
Exchange, Mr. James Brindley az the Corner of Kettey- 
Lare in Fleet-ftreet, and Afr. Marfhall Souths next Bed. 
ford-gate in Charles-ftreer, Covent Garden, where ihe 
Tickets are to be drawn. —~ All white Perjons fiand eng 4- 
ged to be accountable for the feveral Summs ivey receive. 


Colle€tion of Paintings, beyond any before this 

time expos'd to Sale, confidering there is not one 
known Coppy among them, with the fineft Japan and 
other Valuable Curiofities, cto fevera] Thoufand Pounds 
Valse, will be Sold by Tickets at 5 #5 per Ticker, they 
may be feen next Bedford-Gate in Cbarles-fireet, Coven:- 
Garden, on Thurfday next. 


Hereas Margaret Cooper in licr Sale of Ea Ie- 

dia goods, Propofed the giving out of ijooo 
Tickets at 10s. per Ticket, to be divided into 400 
prohtable Tickets, ( as by the faid Propoiais doth more 
fully appear ) aconfiderable Summ whereof is already 
paid in: Now toanfwer a}! Afperfions of the Goods 
being too high valu’d, it is further Propos’d, that who- 
ever fhall draw a profitable Ticket which he diflikes, 
fhall receive ready Money for the Same, abating 20 /. 
fer Cent. No Tickets are to be given out atter the firft 
Of May, which fhallbe drawn as js ufua!, the 400 Be- 
nefited Tickets to be made up with Blanks 14000, 
and drawn againft 14000 Numbred Tickets, accor- 
ding to New Propofals, which are deliver’d at Mr. 
Momas Williams in Lwmbard-fitecr, Mr. Fofepb Fells 
near the New Exchange, and at the Welt-end of Exeter- 
Exchange, above Stairs, where the Goods are to be 
feen from Nine to Twelve, and Twe to Five. 


Wis a Sale of fine Lace and Pojnt, was inten- 
ded 10 be made, she 2oth. of this Inftant March, 
4t Curriers-Hall, xezr Cripple-gate ; Books being not 
quite full, it is pur off ’till the roth. of May, after which 
time no Tickets will be Deljver'd out. Propofals may be 
bad of Mr. Afhfield at the Bell a Grocer in Bedford« 
ftreet, in Covent-garden, Mr. Rofe Sword-Cuiler at the 
Sign of the Two Eagles in Ludgate-ftreet, Mr. Am- 
brous at the Peftle and Mortar in Panton-ftreet near 
Leicefter-Fields, Mr. Burford Apothecary at the Sun in 
Leaden-Hall-ftreet, and at Mrs. Fawconers over againft 
the Conduit im Alderman-bury. 


[ts is to give Notice, to all Ladies and Other 
& that Mr. Poulles, Living at the Sign of the Pearl 
in AHants-Court in Caffel freet, Sells and Makes al] Sorts 
and as of ister? pearis at Reafonable Rates, as alfo 
manner of Pearl Ear-rings; he is ver enious ia 
making Wax Piétures both Tittle and ae eae aie 
body will take the Tronble to come to his Lodging ; 
he will fhew them the King and Queens PiGures in 
Wax, as big as their Natura! Proportion, 


RON DON, Printed for John Munton at the Raven inthe Ponltrey. 1694 
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